


important implications:  (1) you better not miss more than one exam, and (2) there is some 

incentive in taking the first four exams and thus possibly avoiding the final. 

 

GRADING:  Exams will be graded and returned to you within a day or two.  See the course 

outline for exam dates.  Any questions, problems, complaints, etc. regarding the exams must be 

taken care of in the week after the exams are returned to you.  The statute of limitations on 

appeals runs out at that time. 

 

Final grades will be based on cumulative points and will be distributed according to the 

following percentages (the total number of points represented by these percentages is shown in 

parentheses): 

 

   90-100 (540-600) A 

   80-89 (480-539) B 

   70-79 (420-479) C 

   60-69 (360-419) D 

 

If everyone in the class scores above 90%, then everyone will get an A.  If no one scores above 

90%, then I may adjust the curve downward appropriately. 

 

LABS:  The exams are worth a total of 400 points.  The final 200 points of your grade will be 

based on your performance in the laboratory portion of this course.  There will be three 

laboratory exams involving identification of anatomical structures.  Each lab exam is worth 50 

points.  These exams cannot be made up!!  Unlike the lecture exams, a missed lab exam cannot 

be covered by taking the final.  If you miss a lab exam, you forfeit those points.  Similarly, 

because lab exercises change from week to week, labs cannot be made up either.  Thus, it is 

imperative you attend lab each week and crucial that you not miss a lab exam.  IMPORTANT 

NOTE:  Lab exams will involve some use of your specimens.  This means you need to do a 

good and careful job on your dissections. 

 

In addition to the three lab exams, there will be several lab exercises in which you will collect 

physiological data.  You will analyze these data and turn in short (very short) lab reports.  These 

assignments are worth a total of 50 points. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  I do not take roll daily and it is your responsibility to decide whether or not to 

come to class and lab.  This should not be taken to mean you do not need to attend lectures and 

labs.  The exams come primarily from the material covered in class and thus it is important to be 

there so you understand what's going on.  Historically (and not surprisingly), I've found that 

people who come to class every day and don't miss lab generally do better than those who don't 

show up. 

 

Important Note:  For those of you who do attend class, you must turn off all electronic devices 

prior to entering the classroom.  Failure to do so during lecture will lead to immediate dismissal 

from the classroom.  Failure to do so during an exam will result in a 0 for that exam. 

  



Extra Credit:  No extra credit is available in this course.  Your grade will be based solely on the 

points you accumulate from lab and the lecture exams. 

 

Boilerplate:   
Title IX Statement: Valdosta State University (VSU) is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive work and 

learning environment free from discrimination and harassment.  VSU is dedicated to creating an environment 

where all campus community members feel valued, respected, and included. Valdosta State University prohibits 

discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, national origin, sex (including pregnancy status, sexual 

harassment and sexual violence), sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, age, national origin, disability, 

genetic information, or veteran status, in the University's programs and activities as required by applicable laws 

and regulations such as Title IX. The individual designated with responsibility for coordination of compliance 
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