


Format of the Written Paper 
This document may not exceed 15 double-spaced, typed pages (12 point font), excluding figures, tables and 
bibliography.  The following format should be used: 

1.  Main body of the paper 
A.  Introduce the topic 
B.  Present concepts and theories relevant to the topic 
C.  Define key terms 
D.  Present basic information gained by past research on the topic 
E.  Discuss experimental procedures involved in gaining information on the topic 
F.  



 
 

 

Major Field Test: The ETS Major Field Test is a comprehensive, standardized test designed to 
evaluate the student’s general knowledge in the sub-disciplines of biology. The test scores will be used to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the department’s curriculum, and VSU’s scores will be compared to the 
national average to identify possible weak areas in our curriculum. Thus, students should take the test 
seriously and make every effort to excel on it. Completion of the ETS Major Field Test with a score of 140 
or higher is a course requirement, and students who fail to complete the ETS Major Field Test will receive a 
grade of unsatisfactory for the course. 
 
Each individual student is responsible for contacting the VSU Testing Office (Powell Hall-West, First 
Floor, Room 1120;Telephone 229-245-3878) and arranging a time to take the ETS Major Field Test in 
Biology. Students must schedule the Major Field Test by September 26th, 2013. A fee is assessed to take 
the Major Field Test. The Biology Department will pay the fee for each student to take the test once. 
Students who fail to score at least 140 on the test must re-take it 
until a score of 140 is achieved. The student will bear the cost for any re-

http://www.ets.org/mft/about/content/biology)
http://www.ets.org/mft/about/content/biology)
http://www.valdosta.edu/stulife/handbook/
http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/AcademicHonestyPoliciesandProcedures.shtml
http://ww2.valdosta.edu/biology/documents/PlagiarismPloicy.pdf
http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php

