Biology4900—SenioBSeminar
Fall2012
Instructor: Dr. TimothyP.Henkel
Office: 2212BaileyScienceCenter2494844
Officehours. T& TH2 8 pm and by appointment
Email tphenkel@valdosta.edu

CourseObjective(from the UndergraduateCatalog): X hecapstonecoursein biology. Thiscourse
assessestudents’abilitiesto researchindependentlytopasrequisites: Completionof all coursesn the seniorcurriculul

Courserequirements: Ultimately,the coursegradedas*“Satisfactory

howeverno assignmentswill be acceptedafter the due date. Assignmentsot turned in will receive0
points. Rubricdor all assignmentsnd projectsare providedon the courseBlazeviewwvebsite.

Major FieldTest: TheETSViajor FieldTestis a comprehensivestandardizedest designedo evaluate
the student'sgeneralknowledgein the th¥<000subS



Test.TheBiologyDepartmentwill paythe fee for eachstudentto take the test once.Studentswho fail
to scoreat least1400n the test mustre takeit until ascoreof 140isachieved.Thestudentwill bearthe
costfor anyre takingof the Major FieldTest.

AcademicHonestyPolicy. Cheatingplagiarism(submittinganotherperson'smaterialasone'sown, or
doingwork for anotherpersonwhichwill receiveacademiaredit) are allimpermissible. Thisincludes
the useof unauthorizedbooks,notebooks,or other sourcesn orderto secureor givehelp duringan
assignmenbr exam,the unauthorizedcopyingof examinationsassignmentsteports, or term papers,
or the presentationof unacknowledgednaterialasif it were your ownwork. Studentsareresponsible
for knowing,understandingand complyingwith the VSUStudentCodeof Conductin AppendixA of the
StudentHandbook(http://www.valdosta.edu/stulife/handbook/)

If substantialevidenceexistsfor a violation of this policy,the student(s) involved will receive a grade of
'U’ for the course andan official recordwill be filed followingthe Academidntegrity Responsealong
with aletter to the Deanof Students
(http://www.valdosta.edu/academic/AcadmicHonestyPoliciesandProcedures.shtml

Studentsare requiredto signthe Departmentof Biology’sPlagiarisnPolicy. In addition, studentsmust
completethe plagiarismtutorial by Aug.21 online at
http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacyplag/plagiarismtutorial.php

SafeAssignBytakingthis course you agreethat all required coursework maybe subjectto submission
for textual similarityreviewto SafeAssigrg tool within BlazeVIEWFormore information on the useof
SafeAssigat VSUseeSafeAssigfor Students
(http://www.valdosta.edu/acadent/SafeAssignforStudents.shiml

SeminarSummaries Aspart of BIOL4900youwill attend the scienceseminarseries. Theseminar
schedulds postedand updatedonline http://www.valdosta.edu/cas/scisem/Fall2012.shtmlit is your
responsibilityto follow the scheduleand attend the weeklyseminar. Beadvisedthat the schedules
regularlyupdatedwith seminarsand/or cancellations.Studentsmust checkin with their professor
followingeachseminarto receivecreditfor attendance.

Arubricfor seminarsummarieds postedon the courseBlazeviewvebsite. Summariesare due by 5pm
the Fridayimmediatelyfollowingthe seminar. Seminarsummariesshouldbe in Microsoft Word format
(.docor .docx)and uploadedthrough SafeAssigron Blazeview.Youmustscoreat least100pts, which
maytake asfew as5 seminarsummaries.

Participation/Assignments:Youare expectedto participatein classdiscussionsindbe engagediuring
studentpresentations.In addition, severalassignmentsvill be givento aidein the developmentof your
researchpaperand presentation. Thisportion of your gradewill reflect your completionof
assignmentsaswell asengagementuring presentationgaskingguestions,completionof peer
evaluationforms, etc.)anddiscussions.






PROPOSEBCHEDULE

Seminars: Studentsarerequiredto attend the Science&SeminarSeries;Thurs.4 A:50pm. Theschedule
of speakerganbe found online: http://www.valdosta.edu/ca/scisem/Fall2012.shtml

Date Topic AssignmentDue
14 Aug CourselLogisticand Overview

21 Aug EffectiveScientificWriting Plagiarisnrutorial
CitationCards
28 Aug StudentResearchiNo Class FinalApprovalof Topic

4 5ep StudentResearchiNo Class

11 6ep EffectiveScientificPresentations PaperDraft
PeerReviewof ResearchPraper

18 5ep StudentResearchiNo Class CompleteMajor FieldsTest
2565ep StudentResearchiNo Class

2 0ct PaperSubmission/SenidExit ResearclPaper
Questionnaire

9 Oct StudentPresentations
16 Oct FallBreak

23 0ct StudentPresentations
30 Oct StudentPresentations
6 Nov StudentPresentations
13Nov  StudentPresentations
20 Nov TBD

27 Nov StudentPresentations



